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e World Bank: "The independent regulator model has become the de facto
governance model in most of the 200 countries that have created new
national or regional regulatory systems in the past 10 years"

e UN: "The introduction and strengthening of independent sector regulation
has helped to reinforce investor confidence and market performance,
while enhancing consumer benefits"

e EU: EU directives in electricity and telecoms oblige member states to
create independent regulatory agencies irrespective of countries’ internal

organization or institutional tradition
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e Finland: “We will never tell the regulator what to decide. It is absolute no-
no”’

e Netherland: “No way the minister will change regulatory decision. He is
prohibited from doing so in individual cases”

e Australia: “The regulator is completely independent in his decisions. The
government can change decisions only in legislation”

e New-Zealand: "The law prohibit the minister from intervening in
specific decisions”

o UK: “We can not change any specific regulatory decision. The only thing
we can do is change legislation”

e lIreland: “The government can express its opinion in consultations, but the

regulator has complete independence in decision-making”

e European Union: “The regulatory body cannot achieve the minimum

requirement of independence from the relevant actors if any of the relevant
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actors, especially the government, can overturn or instruct any specific
decision of the regulatory body. As best practice, instructions or
overrulings by any other body than the court should not be possible at
all when it comes to specific decisions of the regulatory body. Only
general instructions laid down in statutory rules are compatible with best

practice requirements”
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Baldwin, Bardes, Baudrier, Bortolloti, Buckley, De Visser, Demarigny, Edwards, Fink, Geradin, 8

Gilardi, Gual, Gutierrez, Hall, Hammond, Henisz, Jakubowitz, Jacobzone, Lamanauskas, Landis,
Larsen, Levi-Faure, Maggeti, Magnette, Majone, Maxfield, Mellody, Montoya, Nicolaides,
Oliviera, Pargal, Peddersen, Petit, Pollack, Radelli, Ros, Smith, Sorensen, Thatcher, Trillas,
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:(OPTA) 1191 Muo1na ngvm tan e
“We’ve been striving for a converged regulator. It’s more efficient and regards
the changing market. It was refused for political reasons”
:(ComReg) &1 oIp%0i MO Ynmn e
“There was already a content regulator when we were established, and we had
enough to regulate without getting into the content area”
2191071 NPNWNT TIWN2 PO @
“Many agree that the regulator is outdated and obsolete. Due to convergence,
It’s becoming irrelevant. But it is very difficult politically to disband the

content regulator”
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“Structurally, independence can be achieved by establishing the regulatory
body as a separate legal entity; however, it seems possible to reach the same by
other means as well. Consequently being a separate legal entity cannot be
regarded as essential”

INDIREG, Independent Regulators Research
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